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Jeniia  Tillman  performing  at  the  Jtihn  D'  Olir\anl  African-American  Irisiilute  Unity  Ensemble 

Choir  concert  in  the  Currj'  StuJenl  Center  Ballroom  on  January  21. 
 (Pholo  Credit:  Kerrita  McClaughlyn)  


Faith,  Dance,  and  Praise 


Keiriia  McClaughlyn 
Onyx  Staff 

The  John  D.  O'Bryant  Aftican-Ameri- 
can  Institute  Unity  Ensemble  Gospel  Choir 
held  theirwinter  concert  at  7  p.m.  on  Friday, 
January  2 1  at  the  Curry  Student  Center  Ball- 
room  at   Northeastern  University. 

The  event,  titled  "A  New  Begimiing."  drew  a 
large  audietice,  many  of  wiiom  stood  to  see  tlie 
performance.  The  estimated  250  people  in  atten- 
dance wenf  very  diverse.  Tliey  inci  tided  students 
horn  Johnson  and  Wales  University  in  Rhode 
Island,  members  of  the  Berea  Seventh  Day 
Adventist  Church  in  Dorchester,  members  ofthe 
Boston  University  Gospel  Gioir  and  students 
and  visitors  of  all   races  and  ages. 

The  concert  had  a  recuning  theme  of 
holding  onto  faith,  which  was  professed  by 
many  members  ofthe  choir  who  spoke,  The 
president  of  the  JDOBBAI  Unity  Ensemble 
Choir,  Jeremiah  Shephend  spoke  about  people 
being  ashamed  to  believe  and  gavea  moving 
tribute  to  his  faith. 

"There  is  a  God,  he's  moving  through  me 
right  now."  Shepherd  said.  "God  touched  me. 
God  told  me.  Jeremiah,  I  am  real!" 

The  choirs'  performance  was  memo- 
rable for  songs  that  included;  "Elijah 
Rock,"  an  accapella  that  had  a  crisp. 


clear  ending  and  "Changed"  led  by 
lyeoka  Okoawo  which  drew  tears  and 
a  standing  ovation  from  the  audience. 

"As  the  choir  sang.  I  heard  angels  ring 
praises  to  the  Almighty  God."  said  Keno 
Mullings,  a  Northeastern  alumni  ^d  current 
graduate  student,  touched  by  die  perfonnance. 

The  highlight  of  the  concert  was  Silent 
Praise,  a  liturgical  dance  group  fixim  Berea  Sev- 
enth Day  Adventist  Church  in  Dorchester.  Their 
mimed  perfomiance  to  the  songs '  The  Battle" 
and  "Thank  You"  brought  standing  ovations 
from  the  audience. 

"I  liked  Silent  Praise,  they  were  really  origi- 
nal, I  sat  there  transfixed,"  said  Uka  Alcantara, 
a  freshman  Boston  University  film  major. 

Adaeze  Ibenecke,  sophomore  computer 
engineering  major  at  NU  echoed  her  senti- 
ments. "It  was  excellent  I  loved  the  mime  by 
Silent  Praise.  It  was  good  to  see  this  worship." 

Another  liturgical  dance  selection  was 
also  featured  on  the  program.  Jenita  Tillman 
performed  two  dance  pieces  and  was  ac- 
companied by  her  mother  who  read  the 
poem  "Dance." 

"I  liked  the  variety  in  die  concert  -  the 
praise  and  dance  made  it  lively,"  said  Avril 
Felix,  a  sophomore  IVIIS/finance  major- 
See  Praise,  page  2 


Say  Yes  to  Drugs, 
Say  No  to  Financial  Aid 


Kerrita  McClaughlyn 
Onyx  Staff 

Many  northeastern  students  filling  out 
their  federal  financial  aid  fomis  this  montii 
may  not  be  aware  of  a  veiy  important 
diange,  question  28.  Ail  students  filling  out 
FAFS  A's,  must  disclose  for  the  first  time 
whether  or  not  they've  been  convicted  of 
drug  possession  or  sale.  This  could  bar 
them  Irom  iroiiving  financial  aid. 

Atcording  to  a  Jan.  3 1  Boston  Herald 
article,  the  measure  was  designed  to  with- 
hold federal  grants,  loans  and  other  money 
from  college  students  with  drug  convic- 
tions and  takes  effect  for  the  2000-2001 
school  year,  beginning  July  I.  The  regula- 
tion was  contained  ina  1998  bill  that  reau- 
thorized higher  education  spending. 

Many  students  that  we  spoke  to  on 
deadline  were  not  aware  of  question 
28  and  the  potential  costly  conse- 
quences for  convicted  drug  offenders. 


"I  didn't  know  anything  about  it,"  said 
junior,  criminal  justice  major.  Cortez 
Bond.  "I  don't  tliink  it's  right  that  fman- 
cial  aid  didn't  disclose  this.  I  don't  think 
it  (drug  convictions)  has  anything  to  do 
with  getting  financial  aid." 

Karim  Evans,  a  middler  criminal  jus- 
tice and  psychology  major  shares  Bond's 
concerns.  "What  do  past  records  have 
to  do  with  an  individual's  present  goals," 
he  asked.  "Past  records  aren't  relevant, 
especially  if  the  person  has  changed." 

At  press  time,  Northeastem's  Finan- 
cial Aid  office  was  closed  and  we  were 
unable  to  ask  them,  if  they  had  known 
about  and  disclosed  the  fact  that  ques- 
tion 28  was  on  the  FAFSA  form,  and 
what  that  would  mean  for  students. 

The  Boston  Herald  reports  that 
financial  aid  officers  across  the  state 
are  complaining  about  how  to  en- 
force the  measure  and  are  unsure 

 See  DRUGS,  page  2 


Keeping  Kids  Safe  on  the  Hill 


By  Philip  Kasiecki 
Onyx  Staff 

In  an  age  where  children  face  many  is- 
sues and  live  in  households  where  both  par- 
ents work,  after  school  programs  have  be- 
come popular  alternatives  to  leaving  chil- 
dren alone  at  home  for  long  periods  of  time. 

One  such  program  is  MissionSAFE. 
1 1  got  its  name  because  of  its  location  in 
Mission  Hill.  MissionSAFE  grew  out  of 
a  contract  for  renewal  of  the  Mission 
Main  area  in  1 996.  led  by  Anne  Carrabino 
and  Nikki  Flionis.  The  last  few  years 
have  been  a  learning  but  rewarding  ex- 
perience for  both.  The  program  has  had 
to  relocate  several  times  and  has  had  to 
face  ftinding  pressures  in  addition  to  the 
issues  that  arise  from  running  an 
aflerschool  program. 

Carrabino  and  Flionis  initially  faced 
an  uphill  battle  with  residents  in  tlie  area. 
Many  residents  were  very  cynical  about 
die  program  at  fir^t  and  the  idea  of  people 
working  togetlier  as  a  community  was  a 
rather  new.  therefore  trust  was  hard  to 


build.  It  was  this  cynicism,  as  well  as  pres- 
sure from  people  who  initially  funded  it,  that 
helped  lead  to  MissionSAFE's  evolution. 

After  about  a  year,  their  funds  w  ere  cut 
and  more  pressure  was  applied  to  the  pro- 
gram, leading  Carrabino  and  Flionis  to  seek 
the  help  of  area  residents.  They  gave  resi- 
dents a  real  voice  in  deciding  the  future  of 
die  program  and  also  tried  to  build  relation- 
ships with  them. 

'  'We  would  knock  on  doors  and  get  input 
from  residents  of  the  area  on  what  they  need 
and  what  their  vision  was".  Carrabino  said 
"We  also  tried  to  build  a  relationship  with 
people  in  the  area  as  well",  Flionis  added. 

When  HUD  eventually  cut  contract 
money  and  the  need  for  volunteers 
arose,  the  relationships  they  built  with 
residents  became  very  important  and  led 
to  the  creation  ofthe  MissionSAFE  that 
exists  today. 

The  basic  idea  behind  the  program,  was 
to  have  a  place  for  young  kids  to  gather,  be 
safe,  and  spend  time  wisely,  as  well  as  to  aid 
^eir  overall  ^wth.  While  a  parent  train- 
See  Keeping,  page  2 


Who's  Who  @NU 

You  choose 
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The  New  State  Of  Young  Black  Boston 


Alexandra  Mitchner 
Onyx  Staff 


Are  you  trying  fo  find  social  events,  par- 
ties, and  places  to  meet  people? 
Are  you  interested  in  finding  a  Black 
church  thai  meets  your  needs? 
Are  you  20  or  over  and  thinking  about 
relocating  to  ATL.  NY.  DC.  or  VA? 

The  State  of  Young  Black  Boston 
(SYBB),  is  an  organization  designed  to  im- 
prove the  quality  of  life  for  young  Black 
Bostonians.  It  addressed  the  questions  above, 
among  others,  during  tlieir  first  conference  in 
June  1 999.  Tlie  conference  was  a  great  suc- 
cess, furtlier  encouraging  SYBB  lo  light  for 
a  more  comfortable  life  for  minorities. 
On  January  8.  The  Slate  of  Young  Black 


Boston,  hosted  a  Black  Power  Bninch.  Ac- 
cording to  Faith  Daniels,  "liie  turn  out  was 
excellent"  Over  1 00  people  showed  their  sup- 
port during  the  breakfast  power  meeting,  wh  ich 
held  various  sessions  on  Housing,  Arts/ 
Entertainment.  Education,  Politics,  and 
Technology.  One  of  the  results  of  this  pro- 
gram, which  came  out  of  the  Arts  &  En- 
tertainment session,  was  a  proposal  for  a 
calendar  of  events  for  various  activities 
such  theatre,  museums,  and  clubs,  which 
would  cater  lo  minority  preferences. 

"Wliat  we're  trying  to  do  is  get  in  the  minds 
of  the  20-40  year  olds  and  make  them  realize 
that  they're  a  cniciid  part  in  building  this  com- 
munity", said  George  Greenidge,  co-founder 
of  SYBB.  "Boston's  not  such  a  bad  place,  we 
have  a  lot  of  strengths  here,"  he  said. 


George  "Chip"  Greenidge  and  V.  Faith 
Daniels  are  currently  the  co-chairs  of 
SYBB.  Greenidge  has  been  profiled  in 
Essence  magazine  for  the  work  he's  done 
with  SYBB  and  the  organization  has  also 
been  profiled  by  The  Boston  Globe. 

Greenidge.  and  Daniels,  as  well  as 
many  other  young  Bostonians,  came  to- 
gether in  mutual  frustration.  They  real- 
i2ed  that  the  needs  of  their  generation  were 
not  being  met,  were  not  even  being  rec- 
ognized, and,  as  a  result,  many  were  leav- 
ing New  England.  In  their  first  confer- 
ence, the  doors  of  communication 
opened.  As  a  result  of  the  accom- 
plishments made  by  the  June  con- 
ference, SYBB  got  the  opportunity 
to  express  their  concerns  to  Mayor 


Menino  on  November  8,   1 999. 

"I  think  he  knows  that  the  world  isn't 
colorblind,  so  we're  just  going  to  work 
on  him  with  that,"  says  Greenidge.'The 
organization  is  currently  working  on  a 
status  report  outlining  all  of  the  action 
steps  that  came  out  of  the  conference 
held  last  June,  as  well  as  preparing  for 
their  next  upcoming  conference,  which, 
once  again,  will  be  held  in  June. 

"As  we  conquer  one  dragon,  of  course 
there  are  still  many  otiiers  still  to  be  slain," 
says  Faith  Daniels  about  the  future  of 
SYBB.  SYBB  is  not  actively  recruiting 
members,  but  according  lo  Daniels,  they 
welcome  everyone  with  "an  idea,  a  mind, 
or  a  mission".  SYBB  meetings  are  held  al 
Roxbury  Community  College,  every  first 
Monday  of  every  month,  at  6:30pm. 


Silent  Praise 


Jenita  Tillman  peifoiming  at  the  John  D.  O'Bryant  African-American 
Institute  Unity  Ensemble  Choir  concert  in  the  Curry  Student  Center 
Ballroom  on  January  21 .  (Photo  Credit:  Kerrita  McClaughlyn) 
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Christine  Ikede,  a  sophomore  com- 
puter science  said,  "It  was  a  really  good 
concerl.  It's  the  fuM  one  I've  been  to.' 

Othermembersoftlieaudience,  whileen- 
joying  themselves,  had  some  concerns.  "I 
really  enjoyed  myselfbut  1  thought  tliey  should 
have  had  more  songs  from  the  choir.  I'm 
looking  for^\■a^d  lo  their  spring  cancerl,' "  said 
fomierchoir  member  and  NU  Alumni,  Dawn 
Frasier. 

"TTie  concert  was  wonderfirl,"  said  the 
President  of  Boston  University's  Gospel 
Choir  and  Senior  at  BU,  Lorraine 
DeBeathani.  "Gospel  has  the  ability  lo  tran- 
scend. The  spirit  lifts  you  up  and  down.' '  she 
said. 

Shepherd  said,  "  Thanks  to  everyone 
that  came  out  to  support.  The  name  of 
our  concert  was  a  new  beginning,  I  hope  it 
was  for  a  lot  of  people." 


Join 
The  Onyx 
Informer 


Keeping,  from  page  1 

program  called  Neighbor  lo  Neighbor 
came  out  of  MissionSAFE  and  some 
parents  who  had  been  on  welfare  have 
greatly  benefited  from  tlie  program's 
services,  the  focus  has  been  on  young 
kids  aged  7  to  1 9.  Early  projects  for  the 
kids  have  included  re-painting  areas  hit 
b>  graffiti  andsimilarcleanup  projects  that 
help  the  community,  and  also  help  diem 
build  relationships  with  one  another.  In 
the  after  school  program,  kids  can  gel 
help  with  homework  and  engage  in 
other  learning  activities  in  order  to 
spend  their  time  productively. 

Flionis  emphasizes  that  this  is 
important  because  of  the  poor  state 
of  education  in  schools.  "The 
schools  are  not  equipped  to  get  kids 
ready  for  the  real  world",  she  said. 
"Kids  have  low  reading  levels  and 
math  scores  are  even  worse,  and 
this  is  the  information  Age." 

Many  kids  also  do  not  have 
motivational  factors  in  their  parents, 
some  of  whom  did  not  finish  school 
and  cannot  provide  an  example  of 
valuing  education. 


MissionSAFE  has  also  expanded  its 
kids'  view  of  the  world,  This  has  been 
accomplished  with  field  trips,  stipend  paid 
internships  for  kids  loo  young  to  have  a 
job,  and  the  various  contributions  of  nearby 
universities  such  as  Massachusetts  College 
of  Art,  Simmons  College.  Wenlworth  Insti- 
tule  of  Technology,  and  Northeastern. 

Other  organizations  have  also  contribuled  in 
various  ways,  and  have  been  cniciat  in  keeping 
Ihe program  running.  Nortlieastem'spartnerxhip 
with  MissionSAFE  has  included  several  depart- 
ments, such  as  Sport  ]n  Society.  Public  Safely, 
Community  Relations,  the  Athletic  Departmenl, 
and  the  Latino  Student  Cultural  Center.  Students 
have  volunteered  in  various  ways,  and  the  uni- 
versity now  has  work-study  jobs,  which 
Canabino  and  Flionis  feel  is  a  great  blessing. 
Students  provide  the  kids  with  role  models 
since  they  are  in  college  and  get  a  chance  to 
help  in  many  ways  depending  on  their  talents. 

"The  student's  presence  tells  tlie  kids, 
'Hey.  you  can  go  to  college,  you  can 
get  somewhere  in  life' ".  Flionis  said. 

As  the  program  expands  and  the  respon- 
sibilities of  volunteer  students  increase, 
MissionSAFE  is  attempting  lo  become  more 
involved  witli  Northeastern.  This  includes 
possibly  having  co-ops  in  the  (uture. 


DRUGS,  from  page  1 

how  many  students  will  be  affected. 

Under  the  new  regulations,  a  person 
convicted  of  drug  possession  or  sales  can 
lose  aid  eligibility  for  one  ortwo  years  or 
indefinilejy.  Convictions  that  were 

Under  the  new  regulations, 
a  person  convicted  of  drug 
possession  or  sales  can 
lose  aid  eligibility  for  one  or 
two  years  or  indefinitely. 

reversed,  sei  aside,  or  removed  from  a 
criminal  record  do  not  count,  nor  do 
juvenile  offenses,  according  lo  the 
Herald.  Sludents  may  be  able  to 
re-gain  eligibility  if  tliey  complete  an  au- 
thorized drug  trealmentprogram. 

Many  NU  sludents  on  stale  aid 
should  also  be  concerned,  be- 
cause many  state  aid  programs 
operate  under  the  same  require- 
ments as  the  federal  government. 


"I  don't  believe  that  it  is  fair  for  a  stu- 
dent not  to  get  financial  aid  because  they 
have  a  criminal  record,"  said  Maximillion 
Shell-Crawford,  a  junior  communications 
major.  "I  believe  that  everyone  has  a 
right     to     get     an  education." 

Leopolde  Iviquel,  a  middler  electrical 
engineering  major,  is  also  angered  by  the 
new  regulations.  "It's  stupid!  It  means  diey 
won't  give  someone  a  chance.  There  is  no 
way  for  someone  to  belter  themselve^i," 
she  said. 

"The  government  should  be  giving 
people  a  chance  lo  belter  themselves, 
not  pull  them  down  for  one  mistake." 

Angle  Surpris  is  also  vehemently  op- 
posed lo  question  28  and  iis  implications 
for  Black  and  Laiino  youths.  The  middler 
marketing  major  said.  "I  don't  think  its 
fair  because  people  trying  to  clean  up 
their  act  don't  have  a  chance." 

"How  can  they  pay  back  their  debt  to 
society  and  better  themselves  if  society 
turns  its  back  on  them,"  she  said. 
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Emerging  Neo-Soul 
Internet  Artist 


By  Kami-Leigh  Agard 
Onyx  Staff 

The  Onyx  inlerviews  Ryan  Leslie,  a  neoclassical  soul  artist  hoping  to  break 
into  the  industry  on  his  own  terms.  He  has  released  his  album,  "A  Song  of  My 
Own,"  on  his  website.  The  Harvard  graduate  has  a  long  of  good  things  going  lor 
him  and  we  hope  that  our  audience  would  enjoy  meeting  him. 


Onyx:  How  would  you  describe  your 
music? 

Ryan  Leslie;  R&B?  I  don't  know  to  tell 
you  the  truth.  Maybe,  neo-classical  soul 
or  futuristic.  It's  more  of  a  collage  of 
music  brought  together.  Some  of  my 
earlier  stuff  is  really  sampled.  It  varies 
between  tlie  melody  lines  and  songs' 
content 

Onyx:  What  inspu-ed  you  to  pursue 
a  career  in  music? 
Ryan  Leslie;  I  did  not  study  music.  I  am 
from  what  you  could  call  a  "musical 
family."  My  dad  was  in  a  band  in 
Barbados  and  when  he  came  to  the 
United  Stales,  he  was  a  Jazz  trumpet 
player  in  D.C.  I  was  1 6  when  I  joined  a 
black  male  accapela  group  in  my 
freshman  year  at  Harvard  University.  I 
had  my  fiist  solo  debut  at  Harvard's 
gospel  concert.  There  were  over  700 
people  in  attendance  and  I  received  a 
standing  ovation.  It  was  at  that  moment, 
1  realized  that  through  music  I  could 
touch  people  and  cause  change.  From 
that  moment,  1  knew  what  my  passion 
was  in  life,  music. 


Onyx:  You  attended  Harvard  at  16? 

Ryan  Leslie:  Yeah.  1  majored  in  govemmeni. 
I  liked  learning  about  oiganizational  stmcture 
in  society  It  sort  of  relates  to  my  relationship 
with  music — to  impact  societal  structure 
through  music  as  a  universal  means  of 
communicating.  Speakingto  souls  rather 
than  minds.  Ifl  ever  become  a  musical  icon, 
I  would  like  to  use  myself  to  change  society 
in  a  positive  way.  This  is  what  track  #6. 
"Blinded"  on  my  album  is  about.  You  can 
say  it's  my  mission  statement 
Onyx:  What  is  your  mission? 
Ryan  Leslie:  If  it  Is  possible.  I  would  like  to 
affect  the  next  generation  of  musicians.  1 
want  parents  to  look  up  to  me  and  to  allow 
their  kids  to  be  creative  in  whatever  field 
they  choose.  I  write  about  things  that  1  hope 
^jjeal  to  people's  deeper  sense  of  emotion. 
I  don't  mean  to  bejargony,  but  I  really 
believe  music  is  a  universal  language.  1  want 
my  music  to  communicate  with  people 's 
souls  and  minds. 

Onyx:  Who  produces  your  music? 

Ryan  Leslie:  I  basically  do  my  own 
producing. 
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Ryan  Leslie  is  an  emerging  neo-soul  artist  and  a  Harvard  graduate. 
(Photo  Credit:  Ryan  Leslie  ) 


Onyx:  Did  you  study  music? 

Ryan  Leslie:  No.  1  basically  taught  myself. 
I  learned  the  piano  on  my  own  at  age  1 1 . 
Other  instruments,  I  basically  learned  by 
ear.  I  can  sit  down  at  dnmi  set  and  just 
start  strijmming  out  beats  and  get  ideas.  I 
also  use  technology  to  create  sounds  and 
effects  1  want.  With  a  keyboard.  I  could 
create  all  kinds  of  tracks.  1  even  sold  a 
couple  tracks  to  major  record  companies, 
hi  track  #3, 1  play  the  trumpet  and  in  track 
#  i  0, 1  play  the  comet  (a  type  of  trumpet). 
Onyx:  Are  there  any  artists  tiiat  you 
look  up  to? 

Ryan  Leslie:  Miles  Davis,  Stevie  Wonder 
and  the  more  contemporary  D'Angelo. 
Onyx:  D'Angelo  is  definitely  great 
performer.  What  attracts  you  to  his 
music? 

Ryan  Leslie:  When  I  was  1 6  or  1 7, 
D'Angelo  was  19  and  he  was  alreatty 
writing.  Remember  that  track  he  wrote  for 
the  R&B  group.  Black  Men  United?  I 
thought  he  was  cool  and  he  set  something 
that  1  actually  thought  was  attainable.  I  also 
enjoyed  his  first  album.  His  image  is  such 
that  he  simultaneously  is  true  to  himself  and 
lakes  artistic  liberties.  1  believe  his  image 
can  be  compai«i  to  Stevie  Wonder's. 
Onyx:  I  have  heard  some  people 
say  you  sound  Uke  Maxwell.  What's 
do  you  think? 

Ryan  Leslie:  I  love  Maxwell,  but  I  don't 
really  resonate  with  him.  I  think 
D'Angelo  is  more  of  an  inspiration  for 
me  because  he  has  more  of  an  edge  to 
his  music.  His  music  is  grittier,  real.  In 
real  life,  everything  is  not  just  perfect. 
Life  is  not  all  romance.  What  I  like 
about  Maxwell  are  the  different  moods 
he  sets  in  his  music.  I  also  try  to  do  that. 
Onyx:  What  influences  do  you  draw 
from  in  your  music? 
Ryan  Leslie;  Personal  experiences.  1  like  to 
write  and  produce  a  track  the  same  night  I 
experience  something.  Sometimes  I  go  for 
as  long  as  six  hours  straight,  always  to  the 
end. 

Onyx:  What's  your  motivation? 

Ryan  Leslie:  I  guess  1  am  passionate. 
I  start  with  nothing  and  then  I  get  this 
beat  in  my  head.  1  work  until  I  get  it 
all  out.  It's  almost  like  giving  birth. 
Music  gives  an  artist  almost  a  divine 
power,  normally  reserved  for  God.  I 
consider  myself  extremely  spiritual. 
Onyx:  Could  you  expand  on  that? 


Ryan  Leslie-With  spirituality,  tliere  is 
always  a  human  edge.  No  person  can  be  a 
perfect  person.  We  all  stumble  and  do 
immoral  things.  I  reflect  this  in  the  core  of 
my  music.  Here  listenere  can  feel  the 
spirituality  that  is  Ryan  Leslie. 
Onyx:  Writer,  producer,  vocalist,  what 
other  interest  do  you  pursue? 
Ryan  Leslie:  Well,  1  also  have  an  Internet 
company  called  NEXTSELECTION.  Its 
URL  address  is  www.nextseIection.com. 
People  can  by  my  album  at  this  site  online. 
However,  the  site  is  also  a  new  millennium 
record  company.  My  associates  and  I 
believe  that  the  driving  force  behind  the 
music  industry  is  going  to  shift  into  the 
hands  of  the  artist.  Music  distribution  is 
going  to  happen  online.  Soon,  music  will  no 
longer  be  sold.  People  are  already 
recording  tracks  while  online.  This  is  going 
to  change  the  ftiture  of  the  music  industry. 
Onyx:  Who  are  your  associates? 
Ryan  I^lie:  It's  a  team  of  eight  people,  who 
are  a  combination  of  graduates  from  Harvard 
like  myself,  Tufts  and  Boston  University.  We 
have  a  strategic  advisor  who  is  a  Ph.D. 
candidate  at  Harvard  Business  School. 
Through  >4EXTSELECnON,  we  also  want  to 
affect  change  in  society  among  the  youth.  We 
want  to  increase  information  technology  and 
writing  literacy  through  technology  and 
music.  We  are  going  to  target  the  next 
generation  of  music  consumers. 
Onyx:  Do  you  work  in  music  full 
time? 

Ryan  Leslie:  No.  I  am  the  manager  of  the 
Technology  Center  at  the  Urban  League 
of  Eastern  Massachusetts,  located  in 
Dudley  Square. 

Onyx:  How  does  this  job  tie  in  with 
your  master  plan? 

Ryan  Leslie:  The  Urban  League  is  the 
space  where  I  want  to  be.  I  am  always 
sunounded  by  young,  urban  youth  who  are 
also  trying  to  affect  change  in  their  lives. 
Onyx:  Where  can  our  readers  pick  up 
your  album? 

Ryan  Leslie:  On  NEXTSELECTION's 
website  www.nextselection.com  or  at  a 
concert.  On  March  3rd  and  4th,  i  am 
going  to  be  perfonning  at  Harvard's 
Blacks  Arts  Festival. 

Onyx:  Is  there  anything  else  that  you 
would  like  to  add? 

Ryan  Leslie:  I  want  to  aflFect  change  in 
people's  lives.  I  want  my  music  to  help 
them  through  tlieir  relationships  and  to  be 
immortalized  in  a  positive  way,  as  long  as 
God's  with  it  Peace. 
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WHAT'S  HAPPENING 


Northeastern 


February  7,  @  11:45  a.m.  in  90  Snell 

Stormy  Monday  Leclure  Series  features 
K.  Howley  discussing  "An  unfinished 
Task:  Boston,  Civil  Rights  and  the 
Legacy  of  Tom  Atkins"  also  an  Archival 
Tour  of  the  Muriel  and  Otto  Snowden 
and  Elma  Lewis  Papers.  For  more  info 
call  the  department  of  African- America 
Studies@6I7-373-3148 

February  8,  @  7  P.M.  in  tlie  Curry 
Student  Center  Ballroom 

Oraioiy  Competition  presented  by  the 
African  American  institute 

February  9,  @  7:00  PJV1.  in  the  Cabral 
Center 

History  through  Pictures,  featuring  nation- 
ally renowned  artist  and  tenured  professor 
at  Simmons  College  Dana  Chandler  with 
slides  and  original  art  pieces  on  slavery  and 
iheCivil  Rights  Movemait 

February  II,  @  9  A.M. 

AICHE:  (Amaican  institute  ofChemical 
Engineers)  There  wi  II  be  a  plant  tour  to 
Chesterton  in  Groveland  MA.  Chesterton 
makes  pumps  and  pump  seals.  They  will 
be  giving  us  a  tour  of  R&D  and  manufac- 
turing. Departing  NU  at  9  a.m.  and 
returning  between  3  and  4  in  tfie  aflemoon. 

February  I2,@  7  A.M.,  at  the  Curry 
Student  Center 

LA  SO  presents  a  semi-fomial  event  in  the 
Cuny  Student  Center  with  a  nigjit  of  dinner 
from  La  Merengue  and  music  by  DJ  D. 
Martinez.  For  tickets  slop  by  the  Latino/a 
Student  Cultural  Center.  Tickets  are  now 
$10  before  2/7/00  and  $15  after.  Any 
questions  call373-2680 

Febniaiy  14,  @  11:45  AM.  in  315 
ShillmanHall 

Stormy  Monday  Leclure  Series  features 
Ruth  Baston  discussing  "A  sequence  of 
Historical  Events."  For  more  info  call  the 
department  of  African- America  Studies  @ 
617-373-3148 

February  15,  @  7  P.M.  in  the 
African  American  Institute 

Kappa  Alpha  Psi:  The  Willie  LYNCH 
Letter:  "Lets  Make  A  Slave"  Guest 
Speaker:  Minister  Don  Muhammad. 

February  16,  @  7:00  P.M.  in  the 
Cabral  Center 

"What's  My  Name"?  Are  you  tired  of 
being  labeled?  Are  you  aware  of  the 
history  of  the  African  Diaspora  and  how 
we  came  to  be  labeled  Black  Americans, 
West  Indians,  and  Hispanic? 

February  17,  @  11:45  A.M.  in  240 
Egan  Center 

AICHE:  There  will  be  an  Outstanding 
Alumni  Luncheon  during  the  activities 
period  in  240  Egan.  If  interested,  you  will 
be  able  to  pickup  a  ticket  in  220  SN  starting 
next  Monday.  2/7/00. 


February  17,  @  7  P.M.  in  333  Cuny 
Student  Center  Ballroom 

BESS:  Presentation  by  Assistant  Provost 
Gilda  Barabinoon  Minorities  in  Engineer- 
ing at  NU. 

February  18 

LASO/CSO:  Ski  Trip,  contact  Mariela 
Espinoza  at  377- 1 076 

February  21,  @  11:45  A.M.  in  3IS 
Shiftman  Hall 

Stormy  Monday  I-ecture  Series  features 
Student  IVesentations.  It  features  the 
Dean  Roland  E.  Latham  Oratoiy  Compe- 
tition Winners.  Formore  info  call  the 
department  of  African-America  Studies 
@61 7-373-3 148 

February  21,  @  Blackman  Auditch 
riuin-$5.00 

"A  Night  of  Hip-Hop  Culture  and 
Expression"  Featuring  KRS  1  in  associa- 
tion with  CUP! 

February  22,  @  7  P.M.  @  the 
John  D.  O'Bryant  African-Ameri- 
can Institute 

Quiz  Bowl:  Preliminary  Match 
February  24,  @  7  P.M. 
Final  Match 

February  23,  7:00  P.M.  @  the 
Cabral  Center 

'Town  Meeting"  discussing:  What 
changes  would  you  like  to  see  in  this 
University?  Come  to  diis  Town  Hall 
meeting  to  prepare  to  speak  to  the 
President  of  the  Univeisity  in  person. 

February  24,  @  11:45  A.M. 

AICHE  will  be  hosting  speaker  Geoges 
Melhem  of  Arthur  D.  Little  during 
activities  period.  Pizza  and  Soda  will  be 
provided,  and  room  has  yet  to  be  deter- 
mined. 

February  24,  @  7  PJVl  at  the  Egan 
Amphitheater. 

BESS  25th  Anniversary  Celebration  @ 
Egan  Amphitheater. 

February  25 

BESS:  NSBE  Region  One  Spring 
Regional  Conference  in  Buffalo,  NY 

February  25, 6:30  P.M.  @  the  Cabral 
Center-S2? 

"A  Night  of  Black  Theater  and  Music" 
The  John  D.  O'Bryant  African- American 
Institute  Unity  Ensemble  Choir  and  Ed 
Bullings  Nu  Nia  Drama  Group  present  a 
rich  combination  of  soulful  Gospel  and 
Black  theater.  Dtxirs  Open:  6:30  p.m.. 
ShowStans:  7:00  p.m.,  Dinner:  9:00  p.m. 

February  28,  @  11:45  A.M. 

Stomiy  Monday  Lecture  Series 
features  Leonard  Brown  discussing 
EdwardKennedy{Duke)EIIington."Loving 
us  Madly"  Through  Great  Black 
Music.  Formore  info  call  the  African- 
America  Smdies  dept.  @  617-373-3 148 


February  29,  @  4PJV!.  in  the  Hynes 
Convention  Center. 

National  Engineers  Week  Career  Night, 
4PM-8PM.  Hynes  Convention  Center 
(Professional  dress  code  is  recommended; 
be  sure  to  bring  copies  of  your  resume;  for 
infomiation,  call  Deborah  Rosencrans.  61 7- 
258-9159orcaston@miLedu.  , 

March  4 

BESS:  Jazz  Cabaret  @  The  Institute 
March  11 

BESS:  Graduate  School  Fair  in  Student 
Center  Balb-oom 

Aprill 

AICHE:  The  Boston  CityScience  Fair 
is  being  held  in  Cabot  Gym. 

April  7,  @  9  P.M.  in  the  Curry 
Student  Center  Ballroom  $1 

Kappa  Alpha  Psi:  Dollar  Jam. 

May  5,  @  9  P.M.  at  HarvanI  Univer- 
sity 

Kappa  Alpha  Psi/Omega  Psi  Plu:  2nd 
Annual  Kappa  &  Omega  Party 

May  6 

Kappa  Alpha  Psi:  Boat  Cmise  aboard  the 
"Spirit  ofBoston,"  Cost:  TBA 

May  13 

LASO;CuIturBlShow 
May  27 

LASO/LSCC:  Latino/a  Senior  Banquet 


Harvard 

March  3-4 

The  Third  Armual  Black  Arts  Festival  will 
be  held  at  Harvard  University.  Events 
include  a  visual  arts  showcase,  a  spoken 
word/poetry  night,  dance  workshops,  a 
performing  arts  show  attended  by  our 
guests  of  honor,  and  a  celebrity  panel  of 
Black  artists. 

Wellesley 

February  12,  @  10  P.M.  @ 
Wellesley's  WC  Keohane  Sports 
Center 

Arave  @  Wellesley  College  from  1 0  p.m. 
to  4  a.m.,  YES  4AM!  Two  spots:  one  side 
Hip-Hop  featuring  DJ  Rampage,  DJ 
Londonn  and  DJ  Clue.  The  other  side, 
Electronica/Techno  featuring  Venom,  D.I 
Irene,  Alex  Peace  and  Bajii  Bam420  Set, 
and  Neil  Baxter  for  more  info  cdll  78 1  283- 
2678 

February  8,  @  8  P.M.  at  the 
Harambee  House 

Slide  Show  Presentation  by  Dr.  Tony 
Martin,  Africana  Studies  Dept.  featuring 
the  Histoo"  of  Black  women  at  Wellesley 
College. 


February  10,  @  7  P.M.  in  the 
Library  Lecture  Room  At  Clap 
Library 

A  Lecture-  Askia  Toure.  a  pioneer  of 
the  Black  Arts  Movement,  poet,  civil 
rights  activist  and  author .  The  Black 
Arts  Movement-  Black  Art  as  Afiirma- 
tion  and  a  political  voice.  He  will  be 
reading  from  his  new  book  hot  off  the 
press,  DAWN  SONG.  Booksigningand 
Reception  to  follow. 

February  13,  @  3  P.M.  in  Jewitt 
Audhorium 

Rev.  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King.  Jr.  Memorial 
Lechire-  by  Joan  Morgan.  She  is  a  writer 
for  Essence  Magazine,  award  winning 
journalist,  HIPHOP  feminist  and  author  of 
"When  Chickenheads  Come  Home  To 
Roost."  Morgan  plunges  into  heated, 
funky,  often  fiinny  discussions  about  such 
hot-bottom  issues  as  sexism  in  hip-hop,  the 
relationship  between  Black  men  and. 
women,  "chickenheads",  and  feminism. 
Recently  she  was  featured  on  BET 
Tonight  with Tavis  Smiley, alongside  Sister 
Souljah,  Rah  Digga,  EVE,  and  Jada  Pinkett 
Smith.  Booksigning  and  Reception  to 
follow. 

February  15,  @  5  P.M.  in  the  Library 
Lecture  Room  at  the  Clap  Library 

A  Lecture  by  Rev.  Wally  Vau^,  author  of 
"Reflections  of  our  Pastor —  Recollections 
of  Martin  Luther  King's  Congregation  at 
Dexter  Avenue  Baptist  Chureh,  1954- 
1 960"  Lecture  on  the  Civil  Rights  Move- 
ment and  Dr.  King 

February  18,  @  7  P.M.  in  Jewett 
Auditorium 

Sister  Souljafi,  a  political  activist,  r^per  and 
lecturer.  Souljah  is  also  the  author  of 
'*No  Disrespect  and  Tlie  Coldest  Winter 
Ever."  She  is  the  executive  director  of 
Daddy's  House  Social  Programs  in  NYC. 
Souljah  has  stirred  hundreds  of  audiences 
on  the  subject  matters  of  Racism,  Black 
male/female  relationships,  discrimination, 
HIPHOP  and  women's  issues 

February  19,  @7  P.M.,  Jewett 
Auditorium 

Dancing  through  the  Diaspora.  A 
showcase  of  Black  dance,  featuring 
Djembe  Safara.  a  Senegalese  drum  and 
dance  ensemble. 

February  26,  @  7:30  PJVI.  Jewett 
Auditorium 

Dance  Performance.  De  Ama  Battle,  the 
Art  of  Black  Dance  and  Music  Yanvalou, 
FiBcstyle,  Wellesley  College  Dancers 

February  27,  3  P.M.,  Collins  Cinema 

Film-  Ciy  Tlie  Beloved  Country 

Formore  information  on  Wellesley  events, 
contact  Harambee  House,  (78 1 )  283-2 1 33 
www.WelIesley.edu  for  directions 
emiranda@wellesley.edu  with  any 
questions. 
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EDITORIAL 


My  palms  sweat  and  1  spend  restless  nights  thinking,  should  I  or  shouldn't  I  end  it.  You  see.  we've  had  this 
long-term  relationship  that  is  no  longer  working  out  for  me.  We  started  dating  in  September  of  1 998.  It  progressed  slowly, 
and  we  had  many  happy  moments.  Then  in  March  of  1999  I  decided  to  make  a  full-time  commitment. 

It's  now  January  2000  and  I  can't  do  it  anymore.  I'M  LEAVING  YOU!  I  have  given 
everything  of  myself  to  this  relationship.  I  can't  focus  on  school  and  work  because  this  relationship  takes  up  so  much  of 
my  time.  I'm  graduating  June  and  I  haven't  even  started  looking  for  a  job.  You  keep  taking  and  taking  more  of  me  and 
have  to  call  it  quits. 

Like  Billie  Holiday  said,  "AU  of  me,  why  not  take  all  of  me?  Can  'I  you  see  I 'm  no  good  without  you?  You  took 
the  best,  so  why  not  take  the  rest?  Baby!  take  all  of  me.  " 

But  then  I  know,  she  also  said  "Stormy  weather,  since  my  man  and  I  ain 't  together,  I'm  weary  all  the  lime.  " 

I  know  I'm  going  to  miss  you!  I  know  I'm  going  to  spend  many  a  nights  regretting  walking  out  on  you.  I  just  hope  I 
can  be  strong  and  stay  away.  There  is  nothing  like  the  appeal  of  the  ex,  one  look  at  your  black  and  white  physique,  one 
shared  memory  of  the  late  nights  we  spent  together  and  we're  right  back  where  we  started. 

I've  tried  walking  away  so  many  times  and  1  always  come  back.  1  can't  do  it  anymore.  You're  like  an  obsession, 
my  drug  of  choice.  I  have  to  look  out  for  me,  finally.  You've  given  me  a  lot  but  you've  taken  so  much.  To  quote  an  old 
cliche,  sometimes  love  just  ain't  enough. 

Tm  leaving  in  February.  I  don't  want  this  to  be  hard  on  either  of  us.  I  want  us  to  end  this  relationship  on  a  good 
note. 

1  hope  you'll  meet  someone  who  has  the  time  and  is  willing  to  share  it  with  you.  You  need  someone  to  take  care  of  you. 
Spend  late  nights  making  sure  you  look  your  best;  making  sure  you're  full  and  m^ing  sure  you  get  to  know  new 
people. 

I  know  I'll  meet  someone  else  too.  but  I'll  always  treasure  what  we  had.  No  one  can  take  it  away  from  us.  I  love  you.  but 
I  am  no  longer  in  love  with  you.  I  can't  give  of  all  of  me  anymore. 

P.S.  1  know  Jamila  feels  the  same  way  I  do.  We've  shared  you  for  so  long  and  now  we're  both  leaving.  We  don't  mean 
to  hurt  you.  We'll  try  our  best  to  find  two  people  to  replace  us.  It's  hard.  You're  hard  to  fall  in  love  with,  but  so  easy  to 
love  once  people  get  to  know  you.  We  want  the  people  you  end  up  with  to  care  as  much  about  you  as  we  did.  It's  so  hard 
to  saygoodbye. 


P.S.S  Jamila  sends  all  her  love  too!! 

The  Onyx  Informer  is  looking  for  two  Co-editors  to  replace 
Jamila  Hill  and  Kerrita  McClaughlyn  when  their  tenure  ends 
March  2000.  If  you  are  interested  please  give  us  a  call  at  617-373-2250, 
We  would  like  to  start  training  all  interested  candidates  ASAP!! 
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We  accept  commentaries,  letters  lo 
the  editor,  and  any  other  writing 
submitted  [o  The  Onyx  Informer. 

All  opinion  pieces  and  letters  must 
be  250  words,  typed,  and  single- 
spaced.  They  must  be  submincd  by 
Ihe  third  Tuesday  of  every  month. 

All  submissions  must  include  name, 
major,  email  and  phone  number. 

Tlie  Onyx  Infonncr  reserves  the 
right  lo  edit  all  submissions  for  con- 
tent, size,  and  clarity.  No  submis- 
sions will  be  returned. 

Submissions  lo  The  Onyx  Informer 
can  be  sent  lo: 

Nonheaslern  University 
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Who's 
Who 
atNU? 


Northeastern  is  full  of  students  making  a  difference  at  school,  at  home,  and  in  their  community. 
Recognizing  this.  The  Onyx  Informer  will  profile  10  students  in  Who's  Who  at  NU,  a  special 
section  appearing  inThe  February  issue  of  The  Onyx.  But  to  find  them,  we  need  your  help.  We  need  you 
to  choose.  To  give  you  an  idea  of  who  we're  looking  for,  meet  Alex.  Alex  is  a  fictional 
Northeastern  student  who  embodies  some  of  the  qualities  of  a  Who's  Who  student. 


Name:    Alex  Jones 
Year:  Middler 
GPA:  3.5 
Major:  Business 

Extra  Curricular Activies:  Onyx,  CSO, 
LASO,  BESS,  NBSA,  SGA 
Current  Co-op:    John  Hancock 
Volunteer:  Volunteers  with  the  homeless  at 
Pine  Street  Inn,  and  at  an  AIDS  Hospice, 
mentors  for  the  Tobin  Scholars  Program 


Your  pick  doesn't  have  to  do  all  of  the  things  Alex  does,  but  he  must  be  committed  to 
making  a  difference  in  the  lives  of  others,  in  the  community,  at  school,  or  at  home. 

To  nominate  a  student  you  feel  deserves  to  be  in  Who's  Who,  please  e-mail  the  student's  name, 
contact  infomiation,  and  your  reason  forthe  nomination  to  onyxillforTner@yahoo.COin.  We  reserve  the  right 
to  make  all  final  choices.  Nominations  must  be  accompanied  by  a  reason  or  else  it  will  be  disqualified  and  your  reason 
must  include  the  activities  that  qualify  the  student  for  Who's  Who.  And  please,  do  not  nominate  yourselfl!! 
ALL  NOMINATION  MUST  BE  RECEIVED  BY  MONDAY,  FEBRUARY  14. 
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Maximize 

your 
exposure! 

Advertise  in 
The  Onyx  Informer 

Call  617-373-2250 
Or  send  us  an  e-mail  at 
onyxinformer@yahoo.com 


Profile  of  a  Great  Black 
American 

Matthew  Alexander  Henson 
(1866-1955) 
Arctic  Explorer 


Vlaithew  Hetison  belongs  to  thai  hardy  race 
}f  aclveniurers  which  trom  man's  earliest 
lislory  paved  the  way  for  civilization  by 
idding  to  it  knowledge  that  was  hitherto 
attainable,  Henson 's  feal  in  reaching  the 
"Jorth  Pole  holds  a  high  place  in  the  saga  of 
hese  adventurers.  He  played  a  leading  part 
n  accomplishing  what  sonic  of  the  llnesi 
ind  bravest  men  had  been  striving  for  more 
han  2,000  years.  Henson  was  bom  of  poor 
jarenls  in  Charles  County,  Maryland.  As  ,t 
ad.  he  showed  the  stuff  of  which  he  was 
iiade  by  shipping  as  a  cabin  boy  on  a  ship 
jound  for  China.  On  the  next  voyage, 
lowever,  he  sailed  as  an  able  seaman,  a 
jrade  usually  reached  only  after  four  year's 
ipprcntice.  Al  twenty-one  he  altracted  the 
attention  of  Kobert  E.  Pe.iry,  ihen  a  naval 
ieulciianl.  who  engaged  him  as  his  personal 
anendoni.  hi  1891.  when  I'eary  started  on 


his  polar  explorations,  Henson  went  with  hin 
and  had  his  first  taste  of  the  ice.  It  was  no 
however,  until  eighteen  years  later  that  th( 
Pole  was  to  be  reached.  At  last,  on  April  6 
1909.  the  party  made  camp.  All  fell  sure  Iron 
the  distance  they  had  covered  that  they  ha( 
readied  the  Pole.  Pear\'  completely  worn  out 
went  to  sleep.  Henson  walked  aroun( 
outside  to  look  things  over.  Later,  when  mei»' 
surements  were  taken,  it  was  discovered  tha 
Henson.  during  his  walk  had  been  the  i'lrs 
mortal  to  walk  on  the  top  oFthe  world.  "As 
stood  at  the  lop  of  the  world."  says  Henson. 
and  "llioughl  of  the  hundreds  of  men  wh( 
had  lost  their  lives  in  the  effort  to  read 
it.  I  felt  profoundly  grateful  that  1.  a 
the  personal  attendant  of  the  com 
mander.  had  the  honor  of  represenlinj 
my  race  in  the  historic  achievement.' 


The  Onyx  wants  you 


TbT,  from  page  8 

stress  to  Swizztliough.  hehandJin  his), 'Kiss 
is  nasty  though.  He  has  his  own  presence 
on  this  stereo  banger.  Speakin'  of 

Premo  (oh  sh*t,  Premo  and  the  Lox?) 

Track  9:  Yup.  My  ni&&a  Preme  saw 
the  talent  lyin"  there  yo.  "Ruff-Ruff- 
Rufr-RufT-Ruff-Ruff-RulT-Ruff.  Ruff 

Rydas  Recognize"  That  ni&&a 

Premo  just  doesn't  play.  Scratchin'  Eve 
and  Sheek.  Ni&&as  just  step  sh*t  up 
for  Premier.  'Kiss  starts  it  off  exactly 
how  I  wanted,  "now  I  know  y'all 
couldn't  wait  to  hear  kiss  over  Premier". 
Premo  kills  ya  ear^  with  piano  keys  and 
drums  for  f*ckin  days.  I  could  talk  about 
this  track  alt  day  yo,  I  can't  even  begin 
to  tell  y'all  all  the  phat  sh*t  about  this 
song.  All  I  can  say  is  that  all  them  cats 
shined  on  "Recognize"  lyrically  and  I 
was  just  feelin'  their  lives  through  the 
flow  of  everything.  Thai's  what  Premo 
and  some  hard  workin'  cats  can  achieve. 
The  best  sh*ton  here.  Tell  all  ya  dunns 
about  this  masterpiece.  This  joint  has 
everything  a  real  hip  hop  ni&&a  would 
want  or  need. 


Track  10:  huuhhhhhhhhhh,  1  finally 
calmed  down  from  killin  the  repeat 
button.  This  skit  is  these  cats  makin' 
fun  of  the  record  industry.  It's  like  the 
Easy-E  sh*t  in  the  Dre  day  video.  It's 
mad  funny.  It's  mad  real  too  though. 
Listen  to  it  and  laugh  hard. 
Track  U:  Some  rough  sh*l.  That's  all  I 
hear  from  this  track.  "Y'all  F*cked  Up 
Now"  is  a  typical  Lox  joint.  They  just 
lettin'  out  energy  cause  they  on  they  own 
label  and  it  sounds  like  they  got  some  beaf 
or  some  sh*t. 

Track  12:  They  lettin'  everyone  know 
how  happy  they  are  to  be  where  they 
wanna  be  on  "Scream  L.O.X.".  Another 
Swizz  beat  after  another  to  keep  ya  head 
going.  I  noticed  that  P-killer  is  Swizz's 
brother  and  he's  on  all  the  credits  of  pro- 
duction with  Swizz.  Interesting,  it  seems 
to  be  a  Swizz  team  that  makes  the  beats. 
Nothin'  really  special  though. 
Track  13:  The  credits  say  Eve  is  on  this 
one  but  the  female  singin  the  hook  sounds 
nothin  like  the  rufl'ryders  first  lady.  If 
it's  really  her  singin  on  the  future  street 


anthem  "U  Told  Me",  she  has  a  talent 
I've  never  seen  before.  Swizz  keeps  his 
style  alive  with  the  horn  heavy  beats. 
They're  all  developing  their  own  styles 
like  not  Sheek  or  kiss.  For  the  Lox 
representas. 

Track  14:  Another  suckin  D*ck  skit. 
Everybody  got  one. 

Track  15:  Timberland  makes  a  guest 
appearance  with  a  tropical  banger.  1  like 
his  beats  yo.  This  one  is  just  on  some 
chillin  out  sh*t.  "Ryde  or  Die,  B*tch" 
doesn't  give  credit  on  the  back  cover 
but  Eve  does  the  hook.  I  think  they  put 
her  name  in  the  wrong  spot  for  track  13. 
This  will  be  heard  in  the  clubs.  And  in 
the  wips  in  the  hood. 
Track  16:  "Bring  It  On"  is  Swizz 
reachin'  another  level.  This  back  ground 
music  he  creates  for  cats  to  play  wit  is 
off  the  fckin  hook.  Everybody  can  feel 
this  flavorful  mix  of  the  ruff  style  and 
soft  thumps. 

Track  17:  Here  is  when  Swizz  sh*t  start 
lo  gel  repetitive.  "If  You  Know"  got 
Drau  and  E\e  but  it  szol  no  newness. 


Typical  flows  but  it  was  nice  to  hear 
some  new  voices.  1  like  Drag(-on).  He 
has  a  nice  flow  too.  The  two  guests  made 
the  whole  song. 

Track  18:  The  last  track  made  me  think 
"damn,  1  had  enough  of  Swizz".  Another 
typical  street  joint.  Nothin  special  to  end 
off  the  album.  They  could've  ended  it 
belter.  1  give  the  ni&&as  from  the  gut- 
ters of  the  Y-0(as  they  say)  SI  1.99  out 
my  pockets.  There's  enough  good  tracks 
out  of  the  18  lo  make  it  worth  that  trip 
to  the  record  shop  of  y'all  choice.  Joints 
that  came  out  at  the  end  of  last  year 
that's  worth  mentionin'  are 
N  as tradamus( three  or  four  good  tracks), 
Jay-z(I  got  the  bootleg  for  the  Premo 
track),  and  Akinyele.  He  made  his  ovm 
movie  soundtrack  wit  phat  tracks  that  I 
was  happy  to  hear  him  back  on  but  the 
movie  is  a  porno,  so  you  know  what  the 
lyrics  is  deal  in'  wit.  Yo,  love  is  real  word 
yo.  Don't  use  that  sh*t  unless  you  mean 
it.  A'ight.  so  this  Lox  joint  was  cool  but 
two  otheralbums  just  came  out  that  y'all 
need  lo  know  about. 


Profile  of  a  Great  Black  American 

Paul  Laurence  Dunbar 
Poet  and  Author 


Poel  and  author  Paul  Laxirence  Dunbar 
was  so  talented  and  versatile  that  he 
succeeded  in  two  worlds.  He  was  so 
adept  at  writing  verse  in  Black  dialect 
that  lie  became  known  as  the  "poet  of 
his  people."  while  also  cultivating  a 
while  audience  that  appreciated  the 
brilliance  and  value  of  his  work.  Ma- 
jors tinei  Minors  (1895).  Dunbar's 
second  collection  of  verse,  financed  by 
Several  while  friends,  was  a  remark- 
able w  ork  containing  some  of  his  best 
poems  in  both  Black  dialect  and  sian- 
dard  English,  Melodic  and  rhythmical. 


his  lines  in  this  and  other  works  ol^en  sing 
and  swing  along  gloriously.  WIicii  the 
country's  reigning  literar>'  critic,  William 
Dean  Howells  reviewed  Majors  and 
Minors  favorably,  Dunbar  became  fa- 
mous. And  Howells",  introduction  in 
Lyric  of  Lowly  Life  { 1 896)  helped  make 
Dunbar  the  most  popular  African-Ameri- 
can writer  in  America  at  the  time.  Dunbar 
had  plenty  of  experience  bridging  racial 
gaps.  Despite  being  the  only  African- 
American  in  his  class  al  Central  High 
School  in  Da>'ion.  Ohio,  he  was  well  liked 
by  teachers  and  classmates  and  was 


elected  president  of  the  school  literary 
society  and  editor  of  the  school  paper  in 
his  senior  year.  Even  though  he  reached 
a  point  when  publications  competed  for 
anything  (poems,  short  stories,  novels, 
prose,  sketches,  plays  and  musical  lyr- 
ics) that  sprang  from  his  Icrtile  mind, 
Dunbar  wrote  for  a  living  and_  had  to 
please  popular  reading  tastes  for  llie  light, 
romantic,  and  senlinienial.  But  he  did 
publish  a  few  pieces  that  spoke  out  gen- 
tly against  the  typical  treatment  of  his 
people,  including  "We  Wear  the  Mask" 
and  "The  Haunted  Oak."  an  anti-lynch- 


ing  poem.  Despite  deteriorating  health 
from  the  tuberculosis  he  succumbed  lo 
at  age  34  in  1 906.  Dunbar  produced  four 
collections  of  short  stories  and  four  nov- 
els in  a  creative  outpouring  between 
1 898  and  1 904.  His  most  notable  short- 
story  collections  were  Folks  From 
Dixie  and  The  Heart  of  Happy  Hol- 
low, and  his  novels  included  The  Fa- 
natics, a  tale  of  political  conflict  involv- 
ing two  Civil  War  families,  and  The 
Spurt  of  the  Gods,  about  injustices  suf- 
fered by  an  innocent  African- American 
family. 
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Hig^::Hop  Track  By  Track 


Maurice  "Moe"  Archer 

 Onyx  Staff  

A'ight  my  ni&&as!  We  made  it,  past  all 
that  y2k  bu!lsh*l  (for  now).  F*CK.  a  y2k.  There 
ain't  nothin'  difTerenl  in  my  neighborhood. 
Mad  cats  still  strugglin'  to  get  out  of  the 
holes  that  being  a  minority  has  placed  us  in. 
No  stressin'  sh*t  for  the  2G  though.  This 
month,  it's  all  about  the  Lox.  They  finally 
escaped  Puffy "s  clutches,  so  they  started 
wilin"  out  and  made  a  new  album  appropri- 
ately titled  "We  are  the  Streets".  I'm  happy 
10  see  some  cats  do  what  Ihey  actually 
wanted  to  do  in  this  hip-hop  structure.  I 
didnMieehhenmheiuh^^ 


ALBUM  REVIEW 
Lox's  We  are  the  Streets 


I  guess  Swizz  thought  they  deserved  a 
second  chance.  We'll  see  what  these  cats 
from  Yonkers.  NY  got  to  say  in  a  minute  but 
let  me  build  wit  y'al!  on  some  other  hip  hop 
business  first.  Since  the  last  T.B.T..  a  bunch 
of  albums  came  out  that  got  no  attention, 
so  those  will  be  discussed  at  the  end  of  this 
sh*t.  Another  thing,  the  Onyx  will  be  dead 
in  the  spring  because  most  of  our  minorities 
aren't  real  enough  to  represent  this  sh*t  and 
put  some  articles  in  once  a  month.  We  losin' 
ourvoice-my  people.  If  we  do  that,  then  we 
won't  get  heard,  cats  will  forget  about 
lookin'  out  for  us  and  people's  identity  will 
be  lost,  r  11  build  on  that  in  the  next{and  last) 
issue.  For  this  month  though.  1  got  one  more 
piece  of  knowledge  to  drop  before  we 
hear  from  the  newest  rutTryders.  Ni&&as, 
acknowledge  who's  helping  you  through 
this  struggle  we  call  life  and  who's  real,  for 
real.  "Sellouts  get  no  worlh"-AG(from  the 


Divine  Styler 
754  Huntington  Avenue 
Boston,  MA  02115 
617-232-1380 

HOURS: 

Tuesday  -  Friday  Sam  -  6pm 
Wednesday        Sam  -  Spm 
Saairday         7am  -  3pm 


Premo  produced  "Next  Level"  from  1995) 
For  the  females,  keep  ya  head  up  and  keep 
strivin"  forperfection{getyouareal ra&&a}. 
Stop  lettin'  bad  influences  keep  y'all  down. 
Yanahmean?!  A'ight,  next  stop  on  the 
B(oston)  train  is,  Yonkers. 

Track  I :  The  first  track  is  an  intro.  The 
sh*t  is  funny  cause  it's  some  cats  talkm' 
about  how  they  hate  the  Lox.  They  just 
got  some  cats  to  hate  on  them  in  a  funny 
way  though.  No  beat,  but  city  sounds  is 
in  the  back. 

TVack  2:  "F*ck  You"  is  a  Swizz  Beatin' 
to  the  cats  thai  hate  the  Lox.  I  can't 
front,  they  already  got  me  listenin'  hard. 
I  really  like  Swizz.  I  think  that's  all  the 
Lox  needed.  Somebody  to  give  them  phat 
beats  to  spit  on.  For  y'all  thai  don't  know, 
1  like  Styles  and  "the  kiss"(Jadakiss)  the 
most.  I'm  not  really  feelin'  Sheek,  but  i 
even  felt  him  on  this  track.  They  started  it 
the  right  way. 

Track  3:  Jay-Z  made  a  track  called 
"Can  1  Live"  too.  It's  a  joint  featuring 
some  cat  named  Casino.  Swizz  gives 
you  what  sounds  like  a  hypnotic  xylo- 
phone and  some  cymbals  over  some 
bass  drums  that  only  that  ni&&a  can 
put  together.  The  beat  is  nice  but  the 
track  is  a'ight  overall. 
Track  4:  Another  skit,  but  this  time  it's 
the  crew  robin"  some  herb  soundin'  cat. 
Titled  "Built  for  Bodies".  1  think  they 
just  tryin  to  show  how  hard  they  live. 
There's  a  small  DMX  and  Drag-on  track 
for  a  couple  of  seconds  in  the  background 
at  the  beginning  of  the  son-in'. 
TVack  5:  Yo,  1  had  to  take  two  more 
pulls  and  start  the  track  over  when  1 
heard  this  one.  This  song  is  played  for  a 


little  while  on  the  commercial  for  this 
album.  Damn,  "Breathe  Easy"  is  some 
sh*t  1  didn't  expect  to  hear  from  these 
cats,  i  breathed  very  easy  after  listening 
to  this  track  a  couple  of  times.  Some  new 
producer  named  P-killer  killed  this 
sh*t.  Everybody  made  me  react  to 
their  lyrics  here.  I'm  feelin'  dem  Lox 
ni&&as  now.  I  can  see  it  truly  was 
Puff  holdin'  back  their  street  credibility 
cause  this  beat  is  sfreet  and  it  make  us 
proud  to  put  tim'son  our  feet.  A  little 
rhyme  for  the  real  ni&&as. 
Track  6:  Here  is  where  1  get  tired  of 
Swizz's  shit.  "Felony  Niggas"  is  just  any 
old  swizz  joint  but  Styles  gets  to  shine 
by  himself  He's  a'ight  but  he  needs  kiss 
to  complement  his  style.  Styles  seems 
to  be  the  cat  in  the  crew  that  been 
locked  for  real  and  he's  happy  to  be  out. 
So  he's  tellin'  his  tales  of  bein'  a  con- 
vict. It's  a  o.k.  track  overall.  1  can  en- 
joy it  after  hearin  it  a  couple  of  times 
more. 

Track  7:  "Wild  Out"  is  exactly  what 
they  doin'.  Going  crazy  cause  they  got 
off  Bad  Boy.  If  you  know  the  Lox,  you 
know  this  song  and  video  by  now.  I  feel 
that  shit  cause  the  beat  is  ampin'  a 
ni&&a  and  I'm  happy  they  got  what 
they  wanted.  "If  you  glad  the  L-o-x  is 
ruff  rydin'  now.  WILD  OUT!" 
Track  8:  They  betta  be  happy  they  got 
Swizz.  He  makes  sure  that  the  lyiics  are 
enjoyed.  A  phat  title  "Blood  Pressure"  is 
Jadakiss  shinin'  alone  like  a  lot  of  cats 
w'ere  anticipating.  A  rugged  a$S  beat  by 
everyone's  favorite  beatmaker( except 
me,  Premo  will  always  be  my  nitfe&a.  no 

SeeTbTpage? 


Track 


D'Angelo  "Voodoo"  $13.99 

It's  finally  out.  A  lot  of  cats  been  wairing 
for  this  joint  for  about  a  year  now.  My 
man  Premo  dropped  a  joint  on  the 
Belly  soundtrack  called  Devil's  Pie  wit 
D'Ang  that's  #  2  on  the  album.  He 
makes  perfect  albums  to  chill  out  wit 
someone  special  and  just  max  in  the  crib 
on  a  winter  night.  Y'all  feel  me  on  that? 
He's  my  favorite  cat  when  it  comes  to 
sexin'  music.  When  I  first  threw  this 
in  my  stereo,  he  blessed  me  wit  like 
45  minutes.  The  sh*i  was  lovely  yo.  1 
hope  y'ail  enjoyin  thai  ni&&as  music  as 
much  as  me  and  mines.  The  ill  sh*t  is  that 
1  said  1  would  pay  13.99  cause  tliis  is  a 
necessity  for  minorities  and  they  females 


to  have  late  nights,  but  I  only  had  to 
give  like  1 1 .  I  like  that,  gettin"  your 
money's  worth. 
Q-Tip  "Amplified"  $7.99 
It  took  me  a  while  to  buy  tliis  album  cause 
1  didn't  like  the  tracks  he  chose  for  the 
radio.  In  reality,  half  of  tlie  tracks  are  good 
tliough  and  I'm  startin  to  like  tlie  two  joints 
he  made  videos  for.  He's  a  queens  vet, 
that's  why  1  paid  full  price  for  it.  If  you're 
a  true  tribe  fan.  you'll  get  this,  I  guess.  1 
haled  not  hearin'  Phife  on  the  ijiic  and 
Shahecd's  beats  though.  1  hope  he's  happy 
wit  tliis  sh*t.  I'm  a'ight,  1  guess.  He  still 
made  the. joints  for  the  real  ni&&as.  As 
long  as  he  does  that,  I  can  forgive  him  for 
surrenderin*  to  the  ladies  charm. 


